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In justice to the Tsar Alexander it must be said
that, before he learned of Blucher's plan but while
the latter was preparing to put it into execution,
he had suggested something very similar, with
many exhortations to caution, indeed, and with a
dozen alternative recommendations. It is also
to the Tsar's credit that, when he did.accept
Blucher's plan, it was unreservedly and without the
conditions that he had at first seen fit to attach.

On October 1st, realising that Dresden could no
longer afford sustenance for his army, Napoleon
directed the main body of his troops towards
Leipzig, leaving but one army corps in his old
position.

That Blucher was alive to the seriousness of his
undertaking is clear from his instructions to
Major von Rtihle who was sent to choose a point
for crossing the Elbe. The Major was to make
sure that on the further bank there was a position
where an army of 50,000 men could hold at bay
an enemy of three times that number. Ruhle
reported in favour of crossing at Elster, between
Torgau and Wittenberg, and of choosing as a pos-
sible battle-field Wartenburg, around which the
river makes a great curve so that both flanks
of the army would be protected. Ruhle's choice
of Wartenburg, made after a superficial inspection
from the further bank, was not in all respects a
fortunate one; for the shrubbery concealed the
real nature of the ground which was rough,
broken, and swampy beyond description. Yet